THE MOST HATED

erview Luke Nicoli

ne have called MK Dons the bastard
=childd of Wimbledon FC: oehers
wense with all vestiges of “love™ and
centrate on the “bastard™. Anf for the
rer Wimbledon Fans who Beoke WAy 1o
1 the soccessful AFC Wimbledan,
vone ivohved in taking the old club to
on Keynes is automatcally a hate hgure.
» it is that music entreprencur Pere
kelran finds hirnself s perbaps the most
| man in foothall. A drmving force behind
nove narth, he bas heen vilified by AFC
and denided as the leader of *Franchise
- especially afver taking outright control
snuner. While the brickboss have i mn,
15 remainad relasively low-profile - bur
decided t redress the balance. “And
1t it to be with FawFowr Tirs becanse it
vs0 much sway with the fins.” he $1ys.
tit be expected 3 smoothly-run PR
is2, he couldn’t have heen moee wrong
sk AFC fans vo give us their qoestions,
Vinkelman comes oot fighting...

didwuraallybecmawm:m?

antury?

o, wa el

10 go o Widves with nwy dad in the ‘6,
people like Peter Knowdes, Cyril's
*f, was in the teams. My favourite s
s Waggy Wagaaff - when he was oot
team for siv weeks, it seemed like sx
& As a1 got akder and rarsc becsane

Below:. tzale McLeod
lleft) scores on hs
NX Dons debut
2ganst Barnsisy
Bottom: Rather
more people walch
Wimbledon celobrate
their 1988 FA Cop win

VIAN IN FOOTBALL?

sosayfansofmWnnhladudmhteﬁkdmn.lmvhadmhehmtosa

a4 big pant of my life, foothall took 4 back sest
buot 1 rediscovered it through nyy son, wha's
played for Wycombe and Northampeon's
Vouth ceams.

Where were yeu when Wimbledon won the
FA Cupin 19887

Som M' f,‘x\a'n

Watching it on the Beeh 2 home. You
couldn’e help bt know shaut the exphoits of
the Crazy Gang, Wambledon forever swam
agaanst tude wn:d Milton Keynes are the sume.
For yers, people have ssid 10 me, “Yeou're noe
gaing to Milton Keynes, srv vou™ But jt's
2 fanesstic place 1 live and there are 20,000
people involved in youth and junice foothall
every week. Unfartunartely, we don't haye
a foatball culture yot and that's mow our sk

How mesch money do you parsenrully stand
1o make from the development w Bietchlay,
which Includes the stadium and Asda?
Jon Bassett, Surtan
Ihat’s an easy ane - nothing. Bur Jet's
decanstruct that question. Stadiums are now
created by the developments around them
Very aften they are in the middle of reqsl
parks becanse the stadium generates
parking oppartunizies which works
with big retard and, secondly, retail
dekivers the best vaboe in terms of land
prices - i's the most expensive bar
residential. A stadivem works 30 dimes
a year, yer aosts £30m to besild. You
can't make chat work. Asda canse on
bodrd when we cooldn't come up with
another way of delvering the value 1
help create the stadiam. There's sn Asda 51
Man City’s new stadiuns, there will be 2 Tesco
at Covenery and Cardiff. ' not ressy enting
the wheel here
All of the money you creare goes back ineo
the develapiment - there is no mongy to gao
anywhere else. That's why my parmers are
peblic parmers, And chat's whvy I'm borea with
sl this talk st property deveds ponen, I've
never been a property developer in my bife.

thmhemaumubumandmowun'un
have their developmant, witl You centinue 1o
run the football club?

Smoe Munk. Sutron

Iwill continue foe as long as T ean COnEe to

y for himself? Quite a bit...

drive the dub forward ar uneil there is
soeneane | think is better w take the reigms
'm surpeised 1o be runming the club [ ever
expected it bue I'm bloody peoud to be & ing
s, There is 2 banle against us bat the
foothall Exmily will respect us if we can eamn
our phace. If we take 2,000 fans away we'll pet
respect, but if we take 50, we woa's, T can't el
yuu the tene trame but we're guong for e

mtmuhnehaponeﬂotho
development placs if you hadn 't attracted

a professional football tearn to MK?

Lanrence Hardy. Buckngham

We didn't have to have a Foothall League
team, the plans were there for 2 pdh kower
level, but my asperations were always
far League foothall hecruse with it COmnes
4 comumnity scheme, anid it abso delivers s
Acadermyy. When my sivy was at Wycombe, i
ook a massevy commatmene: a loar-baour
roend erip three times 3 week. [ know it
sounds crass but | wane League focthall for
the kids in MK - there are 50,000 unxcler the
agge of 19~ sothey can watch o ain for their
teaem by jumping on 2 bus.,

You tried to lure Barnet, QPR snd Luton to MK
before Wimbledan What happened?
James Carr, London
The first dub | went after was Baevset. | imet
their chasrman, Tony Kleanthous, when the
Foothall League was oo the verge of kicking
them out, Mesnwhile, their fans crested Keep
Barnet Alive, which was s sucvess: ooee thesr
league states was assared, we withdrew. Ihese
fans did something 1o help the chairman
keep hald of his club and they should be
appladed foe that

Luton abways lovked like mworing to Makon
Keymes but having mee with two successive
chairmen, Mr Kohler and My Bassert, the
fateer was keen 10 koep the culy in Luson w0
[ went to QPR. | wasn't prossd, 1 was post
trying 1o gt a club o MK It s beess bl
reported by some QPR fans but I went 1o
a pub 100 vards from Lofous Road and they
skl “Pese; you're 2 complere intease - ther's
TR WAy we want 0o move fram Loftus Road.
best we tonally wckerstand your pesion. Why
doa't vou come down and Belp us ot of our
mess?™ Chris Wright didn't want to know
because be'd had such 3 hard rine lready, »



PETE WINKELMAN

bt Pve goe respect for ham becinse he stayed
in at the hard end of footall.

And all the tme 1 was trving to nalk w
Wimbledon. Eventually [ spoke 1o Charles
Kaoppel after he'd spent elghe months erying
1o find a solution i Loadon, He was not
Jooking s MK as a first resort; he was samply
trying w0 keep the whole thing goeng, Tt was
costing £10m a year aned who's goang o keep
putting the money in if there's no future?

I our agroement, he had 3 chause thae said
he wonld Bave 50 move 10 MK, not 1o Dubdin
ar Belfast ar anywhere else, but be could
alwans mave back o Merton if the chance

resented itself. One of his ideas was to buy
ngﬁmnun'x ground, and he actually
discussed that with the fars. but they refused
because it was outssde of the borough,
even though the reserves played there.

In the end, Charles did a deal with
us and 1 was absolutely delighted.
1 thoughe that we were offering
Wimbledoa the chance to survive,
a new home, and a new stare, e was
definirely Wimhlaion FC nowing 10
MK ar that stage.

developments, It's more joined up now than
it combl ever have been, but I didn't go out to
buy a2 club and move it | went w do
a partnership with the people who owned and

Why did you register
www . midons.co.uk Back in 2000 If the aim
was 10 save Wimbladon FC?
Mike Tarry, Cheam
This was a long tme before Wimbledon
rmm. | bere, | just regissered everydhang, If
ake 10 Charles, 1'd go and regaster a name,
d o Chris Wrighe, I'd then register
another, This was at the time of the dotcom
boom and | registered about 50 websites,
somne that came back to haunt me, Bue MK
Dons would bave been here in same guise,
even as 2 nickname. Most domains were let
o a long time ago but I never lex go of the
mkdans one because certain people made
such 2 big issoe about it

Wiy did you choose the England v Creatia game
at Euro 2004 to announce the name changa 7
Mavan Simpsen, London

110 wanted o play that [publicity] game,
1 would bave chosen the France game. The
drte wars agroed with the Fooehall and
the name change dicin’t happen the way we
wanted it to, [ had a plan, which had the
backing of everyone in MK, to pur three
names to a ballot and the mayoc would read
the results out. You can ooly change the nune
if vou own the club and we should bave owned
the club before the end of kst season, bue in
the end 1had 1o make 2 decision becase we'll
reached a point where the Foorhall League
needed so know for their ficure lst. 1 had
make a decision and hopefully the name will
live oo long afeer I'm gone.

The original plan was for the clu to jointly
own the stadkam; now the plan i for the dib
te rent the stadium, How are they better off
than renting off Rem Noades at Selhurst Park
whvn lpre-boycott] they were atiracting
bigger crowds?

Borry Bovkey, Herts

This s an absolutely incredible question. The
ownership of the dub = identical to the
ownership of the stadium and the stadium
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ran a foothall dub so move it. We anly bought
Wimbledon out of adminsstration in the
envd because we had no other chaice, It was
liquedare or do something and there was no

Topg: The AFC
‘deserters’ shuffie on
(o Kingsovwadow, the

0l Traftord of the way [ was going va ler it bquidase.

Ist5rmean Leagee

Abowe: MK Dons’ Now that you've renamed the team, and

new insignia changed the badge and colours, do you agree
that AFC Wimbledon carry the true spirit of
Wimbledon FC?
Fat Smythe, Swiidon

Good God, no. [ think thar both the MK
Doos and AFC Winbladon share the same
heritage but we're the real cheld of Wirnkdodon
bocase of the actions of the AFC Wimbekdon
E;"' : they keft their team befone their team
them. Many chairman have sad many
things to tans aver the years, many have had
mad ideas, bt foothall survives. Nobody is
walking away from dbis like Bradfoed Gy
or Leeds Unised. When push came to shave
they always give it a chance, The fans who
went off to foam AFC Wambledon just didn'
give the club that chance. They said Charles
was maving the club to Miloa Keynes, hut
e mever dad that. Inszead of cantinaing 10
faght for thesr weam, they simply gave it up and
started apother one
And they didn't staer another ream thar was
really difficwsh o runs they wene and becane
the Mandsester Uneted of the lower pramd,
taking 3,000 fans froem an ex-Premiership
fouttull club. Not 4 local foothalf seun that
started at the botom and grew, ke Raynes
Park from that neck of the woods. They get
1000 fares. Temuaggine: o Bow the costs are in that
division, and then you Fave AFC Winldedon
gertang 3,000 s every other week

‘We'll have a Wimbledon Hall of Fame
and pictures of the Crazy Gang as
part of our new stadium tour’

Do you worry about the vitriol aimed at you
from AFC Wimbladon fans™
Pode Hophas, wo e-oal
'l achimat I've lost respect becmse of the mo
and have upsee peaple, but the AFC peog
shoukd also take 2 long look at themsehy
They tuned their back on the team; that w
the first massve misake they made. Whana
happens, it's not the players” faule. They al
call Charles Koppel a dub killer? #/vr ke
How be kepr it gousg and paid the wages {
as loog ashe did - the guy is a genius, He w
trying to keep the club goang, which was wl
be was trying to move it to MK, Last Jun
be had w stop, when the club went in
administragion, bue where were the fins the
They moved sway a yer ey with great go
s foms of “Oh s it fan™ - Wim&dm 2
lessang mfllions and theyre imaking mane
hey deda'teoven try and by the chub bac
“They didn't have the money, " yom might sa
Bot bung oo 1 minute, they raised enouy
money to go and bay someone ebe's groun
in another borough - Kmgstonian - the san
ground chey didn't want Chasles ro buy! No
it's not samecoe else’s stadivm i snotly
bocough - it's the fans” stadiven in Kingsa
and we let Kingstanaan phay there. Well chas
hloody nace of them - Kingstoagan have bex
playing there for Bloody years. Do you thir
the fooeball administessor would harve alloms
me 1o mowve the club ro MK if they'd han
been there? Da vou think that 1 would b
ried 1 go aganst ulﬂtru‘ic at that pous
o ke it work? But they weren't ther
| oaght Bave made 3 bit of money under o
anginal scheme, peobably not, brat sudden
we sive the whole db, We thought it woa
arigimally cost us £2m to keep it going ha
sezaon. [t actunlly cost £5m, that's how blood
dafticult it is, and we stand o Jose £2m a ye
until we move into the new stadiom.

Wikl you hand over replicas of the FA Cup ani
FATrophy to AFC Wimbledon?

Jeromy Thomp=an, wa e-~nal

No won't. They abdicased their right 1o
ol when they walked away. They dida't wa
sway because the dub had moved - the
walked sway because the cluby sabd it was goa
o move. Il every sex of Eans in the histoey «
focaball had turmed their back and killed the
chub, whenever their dhasrman went off o
o, well there woakdn't be many clubs lef
We plan to have a Wanbledon Hall of Fare
and pectures of the Crazy Gang as part of th
stadiam twar when we move in. That
as much for the tans who have continued «
support us fram London « they're the o
who've had vo pur up with thes sha Sar sa lony

Are you disappointed at the attendances
since the MK move?
Smon Simpson, wo o-mav
1 am disappointed, but not surprised. W
couldn’ have paoved in 2 woese prodicamens
We theearened 30 come here thooe tines, the
we finally came here in xlmanstratson, the
we had 10 sefl players when things starte
to go right. Twice! h‘s bard o suppor
a Josing ream but we've 2 hardeore 2,00
whldl w3 pood a5 we could have boped fo
If it takes 2 few vears to grow, then so be it






